Week Ending Friday, January 13, 2006

Statement on Signing the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2006

January 6, 2006

Today, I have signed into law H.R. 1815,
the “National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2006.” The Act authorizes fund-
ing for the defense of the United States and
its interests abroad, for military construction,
and for national security-related energy pro-
grams.

Several provisions of the Act, including
sections 352, 360, 403, 562, 818, and 2822,
call for executive branch officials to submit
to the Congress proposals for legislation, in-
cluding budget proposals for enactment of
appropriations, or purport to regulate or re-
quire disclosure of the manner in which the
President formulates recommendations to
the Congress for legislation. The executive
branch shall implement these provisions in
a manner consistent with the President’s con-
stitutional authority to supervise the unitary
executive branch and to recommend for the
consideration of the Congress such measures
as the President judges necessary and expe-
dient. Also, the executive branch shall con-
strue section 1206(d) of the Act, which pur-
ports to regulate formulation by executive
branch officials of proposed programs for the
President to direct, in a manner consistent
with the President’s constitutional authority
to supervise the unitary executive branch and
to require the opinions of heads of executive
departments. In addition, the executive
branch shall construe section 1513(d) of the
Act, which purports to make consultation
with specified Members of Congress a pre-
condition to the execution of the law, as call-
ing for but not mandating such consultation,
as is consistent with the Constitution’s provi-
sions concerning the separate powers of the
Congress to legislate and the President to
execute the laws.

A number of provisions of the Act, includ-
ing sections 905, 932, 1004, 1212, 1224, 1227,
and 1304, call for the executive branch to
furnish information to the Congress on var-
ious subjects. The executive branch shall con-
strue such provisions in a manner consistent
with the President’s constitutional authority
to withhold information the disclosure of
which could impair foreign relations, national
security, the deliberative processes of the Ex-
ecutive, or the performance of the Execu-
tive’s constitutional duties.

Section 1222 of the Act refers to a joint
explanatory statement of a committee of con-
ference on a bill as if the statement had the
force of law. The executive branch shall con-
strue the provision in a manner consistent
with the bicameral passage and presentment
requirements of the Constitution for the
making of a law.

The provisions in Title XIV in Division A
of the Act are identical, except for a punctua-
tion change in section 1405(b)(1)(B) and re-
visions in section 1406, to the corresponding
provisions in Title X of Division A of the De-
partment of Defense, Emergency Supple-
mental Appropriations to Address Hurri-
canes in the Gulf of Mexico, and Pandemic
Influenza Act, 2006 (H.R. 2863 of the 109th
Congress) (Public Law 109-148). The state-
ment I issued upon signing H.R. 2863 into
law on December 30, 2005, is incorporated
herein by reference insofar as that statement
referred to Title X of Division A of that Act.

George W. Bush

The White House,
January 6, 2006.

NotE: H.R. 1815, approved January 6, was as-
signed Public Law No. 109-163. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.
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Notice—Intention To Enter Into a
Free Trade Agreement With Peru

January 6, 2006

Consistent with section 2105(a)(1)(A) of
the Trade Act of 2002, I have notified the
Congress of my intention to enter into a free
trade agreement with the Republic of Peru.

Consistent with section 2105(a)(1)(A) of
that Act, this notice shall be published in the
Federal Register.

George W. Bush

The White House,
January 6, 2006.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:21 a.m., January 9, 2006]

NotTE: This notice was released by the Office of
the Press Secretary on January 6, and it was pub-
lished in the Federal Register on January 10. This
item was not received in time for publication in
the appropriate issue.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Notice of Intention
To Enter Into a Free Trade
Agreement With the Republic of
Peru

January 6, 2006

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Consistent with section 2105(a)(1)(A) of
the Trade Act of 2002, (Public Law 107-210;
the “Trade Act”), I am pleased to notify the
Congress of my intention to enter into a free
trade agreement with the Republic of Peru.

The United States-Peru Trade Promotion
Agreement will generate export opportuni-
ties for U.S. farmers, ranchers, and compa-
nies, help create jobs in the United States,
and help American consumers save money
while offering them more choices. The
Agreement will also benefit the people of
Peru by providing economic opportunity and
by strengthening democracy.

Consistent with the Trade Act, I am send-
ing this notification at least 90 days in ad-
vance of signing the Agreement. My Admin-
istration looks forward to working with the
Congress in developing appropriate legisla-

tion to approve and implement this Agree-
ment.
Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NoOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate.
This item was not received in time for publication
in the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
January 7, 2006

Good morning. As we begin 2006, we are
hearing more good news about the American
economy. This week we learned that our
economy added 108,000 jobs in December
and has added over 400,000 jobs in the last
two months. Our unemployment rate is now
4.9 percent, lower than the average rate of
the 1970s, 1980s, and 1990s. Our economy
grew at more than 4 percent in the third
quarter of 2005, and it has been growing at
nearly that rate for 2 years. Productivity is
high. Consumers are confident, and more
Americans now own their homes than at any
time in our Nation’s history.

To keep our economy strong and secure
the American Dream for future generations,
leaders in Washington must make sound de-
cisions. And one of the best decisions we
made since I took office was to cut your taxes
so you could keep more of your hard-earned
money to save and spend as you see fit. We
lowered tax rates to let workers keep more
of their paychecks. We doubled the child
credit. We reduced the marriage penalty. We
also cut taxes on dividends and capital gains,
and we created incentives for small busi-
nesses to invest in new equipment so they
could expand and create new jobs.

Some people in Washington said these tax
cuts would hurt the economy. The day the
House voted for tax relief in May 2003, one
Democratic leader declared it a “reckless and
irresponsible tax plan that will undermine op-
portunity in our country.” Since those words
were spoken, our economy has added more
than 4.6 million new jobs for the American
people.

Unfortunately, just as were seeing new
evidence of how our tax cuts have created



